
 
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Robert A. Lata, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Request To Remove Two Oak Trees – PD 02-016, South Vine Street 
 
DATE: August 16, 2005 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove two oak trees; a 32-inch 

diameter valley oak (tree #8) and a 25 inch diameter Blue Oak (tree #9) to 
accommodate pavement widening on South Vine Street.  
 

Facts:             1. South Valley Developers received approval of PD 02-016, an application to 
develop a 130 room hotel, from the Planning Commission on May 27, 2003.  
A one year time extension was granted by the Planning Commission on July 
26, 2005.  

 
2. As a condition of approval of the Planned Development, all oak trees on the 

project site are to be protected and preserved unless tree removals are 
specifically authorized by the City Council. 

 
3. The oak trees proposed for removal are within the existing right-of-way of 

South Vine Street.  The trees conflict with the City’s plans for widening 
South Vine Street in accordance with City Westside Standard A-12. 

 
4. The Public Works Department has applied for grant funding to complete 

bikeways on South Vine Street from 1st Street to Highway 46 West.  The 
pavement widening along the frontage of the South Valley Developers’ hotel 
project is an integral component of the proposed bikeway project. 

 
5. An arborist report prepared by Carolyn Leach, dated 3-18-03 and subsequent 

letter dated 5-6-05 (both attached) describe the trees as “infested with decay” 
and unable to survive the widening of South Vine Street.  

 
6. This application predates the recent Council adoption of the new arborist 

report requirements. 
 

7. At the request of the applicant, the City Council, at their meeting of July 5, 
continued the discussion of this item to their meeting of August 16, 2005. 

 



 
Analysis 
And Conclusion: The oak trees proposed for removal are in conflict with the City’s 

ultimate plans for improvements on South Vine Street.  Based on the 
Arborist Report indicating that the trees are not in good health, and their 
location with respect to planned road improvements, it would appear 
prudent to allow the removal of these trees in conjunction with 
development of the adjacent property. 

 
 The developer of the property will be required to mitigate the impact of 

removal of these trees by planting trees of a total equivalent diameter of 
14 inches (seven two-inch trees for example). 

 
Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 
Options: a..  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the request to remove two oak 

trees in the South Vine Street right-of-way predicated on the facts that the 
trees are in direct conflict with planned improvements to South Vine 
Street and that both trees are not in good health; and requiring the 
developer of the adjacent property to mitigate the loss of the trees by 
planting a replacement ratio of trees equivalent to 14-inches in diameter 
(seven two-inch trees, for example) to be planted in locations that are 
appropriate for the species of tree as determined by a horticulture 
professional.  

  
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Arborist Letter and Report 
3. Location Map  
4. Photo: Trees within right of way 
5. Resolution       
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RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF TWO OAK TREES ADJACENT TO PLANNED 

DEVELOPMENT PD02-016 (SOUTH VALLEY DEVELOPERS) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by South Valley Developers, to develop a 
130 room hotel on South Vine Street which will result in the removal of two (2) oak trees (a 32 inch 
diameter valley oak and a 25-inch diameter blue oak) located within the right of way of South River Road; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees is in conjunction with Planned Development 02-016, an application 
to develop the property with a 130 room hotel; and 
 
WHEREAS, the trees are located within the right of way and will need to be removed in order to 
accommodate the required improvements to South Vine Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, Carolyn Leach has prepared an Arborist Report, dated March 18, 2003 and subsequent 
letter dated May 6, 2005, which recommends removal of the trees based on their health and the planned 
road improvements.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of two oak trees, a 32-inch valley oak and a 25-inch inch diameter blue 

oak, within the right of way of South Vine Street, adjacent to Planned Development PD02-016; 
 

2. Require the applicant to plant replacement trees of a total equivalent diameter of 14 inches. The 
replacement trees shall be planted in a location that is appropriate for the species of tree as 
determined by a horticulture professional. 

 
3. No trees will be removed until building permits have been obtained in conjunction with Planned 

Development 02-016. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 16th day of August 
2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


